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TABLE 3-1. The Lateral Chest: A Quick Guide of What to Look for
Region What You Should See
Retrosternal clear space Lucent crescent between sternum and ascending aorta

Hilar region No discrete mass present

Fissures Major and minor fissures should be pencil point thin, if visible at all.

Rectangular vertebral bodies with parallel end plates; disk spaces
maintain height from top to bottom of thoracic spine
Diaphragm and posterior Right hemidiaphragm slightly higher than left; sharp posterior

Thoracic spine

costophrenic sulci costophrenic sulci

Anterior (glmesg3 (auS L8> pgiyiuwl Cals Cuamd jd 39290 (S3) luww) Ciung) b @) 1 JByiawlgysy dasl @
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Table 6-1. Pneumothorax Versus Obstructive Atelectasis

Feature Pneumothorax Obstructive Atelectasis
Air in the pleural space separates the visceral The visceral and parietal pleura do not

Pleural space .
from the parietal pleura. separate from each other.

The pneumothorax itself will appear ‘blaclr’ lair | Atelectasis is the absence of air in the lung
Density density). The hemithorax may appear more The hemithorax will appear more opaque
Iucent than normal. ("whiter") than normal.

. . There is almost always a shift of the
. There is never a shift of the heart or trachea .
Shift ) heart and trachea toward the side of the
toward the side of a pneumothorax. ]
atelectasis.
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TABLE 28-3. Skeletal Trauma Suggestive of Child Abuse

Site(s) Remarks
Distal femur, distal humerus. wrist, ankle | Metaphyseal corner fractures
Multiple sites Fractures in different stages of healing
Femur, humerus, tibia Spiral fractures in children <1 year of age I

Posterior ribs, avulsed spinous processes | These are unusual “naturally occurring® fractures in children <5
years of age

Multiple skull fractures Multiple fractures of occipital bone should suggest child abuse
Fractures with abundant callous formation | Implies repeated trauma and no immobilization

Metacarpal and metatarsal fractures These are unusual “naturally occurring® fractures in children <5
Sternal and scapular fractures years of age

Vertebral body fractures and subluxations
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Table 28-1. Normal Infant Abdomen: Conventional Radiographs
Almost all infants will demonstrate gas in the stomach by 15 minutes after birth and air in the rectum by 24
hours of age.

It is virtually impossible on radiographs to differentiate small from large bowel in infants as the haustra do not
develop in the colon until about 6 months of age.

Most infants swallow a great deal of air so expect to see many air-filled polygonal-shaped loops of bowel with
walls that closely appose each other
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